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Public procurement: a formidable lever

Graph: Procurement as % of GDP in low-income, lower middle income, upper middle income and high income countries (World Bank 2016)

UE : 2 trillion euros    EU : $  1.7 trillion 
USD

Global :  
$11 trillion

Governments are 
the largest 
consumers in all 
economies



Every purchase has hidden impacts on 

human health, the environment, and 

society throughout the supply chain
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A multitude of social and environmental impacts



The demographic challenge: from 6.5 billion in 2005 to about 9.8 billion in 

2050
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Source: http://www.grida.no/db/maps/prod/level3/id_1250.htm

MIDDLE CLASS

2009: 1.8 billion 

people

2020: $3.2 billion
2050: 5.5 billion



It is therefore imperative to limit the 
negative impacts of public procurement 
and to use public procurement to 
promote the production of sustainable 
goods, services and works, i.e. with a 
low ecological impact and positive 
economic and social impacts.



The share of GDP allocated to institutional 

final consumption is enormous

Source: SPLC, 2015
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Purchasing Organizations
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... are uniquely placed to demand 
transparency on the upstream and 
downstream impacts of the production 
and distribution of goods and services.

... are able to integrate sustainability 
criteria into purchasing decisions at a 
scale that can transform markets.

Source: SPLC, 2015



The good news is that
the movement towards
SPP is underway!





• Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption 
and production patterns

• Target 12.7 :P Promote sustainable public 
procurement practices in line with national 
policies and priorities

• Indicator 12.7.1: Number of countries 
implementing sustainable public 
procurement policies and action plans

SDG 12



2013 2017

2022 Parties I et II

The Global SPP Review
from 2013 to 2022

• Objectives:

• Provide an overview of the current state of sustainable 
public procurement (ODA) in national governments, 
highlighting progress in areas such as the development, 
implementation and monitoring of ODA policies.

• Assess progress towards SDG 12.7

• of the United Nations.

• Create a broader view of ODA practice by identifying

• how private sector actors are engaged.

• Understand how international organizations, universities 
and networks support the development, implementation 
and implementation of SPP policy implementation and 
research.

• Broaden understanding of ODA drivers, barriers, needs 
and expectations around the world by reflecting the views 
of stakeholders across a range of countries, organizations 
and professions.



The role of sustainable public procurement as a policy instrument is growing
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More than 2/3 have all 
three instruments



Adopting Sustainable Public Procurement Globally

Source: UNEP, SPP Global Review 2022



Situation in OECD countries: Government procurement is increasingly being used to

achieve a variety of policy objectives

21Sources: OECD 2018, 2016 and 2014 Public procurement Surveys
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The Environment and Finance sectors lead the development 
of sustainable public procurement policies



Drivers of SPP implementation



Obstacles to the implementation of SPP



Conclusion: Global Trends

• A Continued Increase in Commitment from public authorities
• Public authorities with economic/financial responsibility play a leading role, 

underlining the strategic importance of sustainable public procurement.

• Environmental issues remain priority issues with a growing focus on the socio-
economic dimension of SPP

• Growth in the maturity level of SPP implementation, particularly in relation to 
product categorisation

• Political commitments, targets and action plans remain the main drivers of 
SPP, with an increasing importance of the presence of laws and legal mandates

• The perception that sustainable products and services are more expensive 
remains the most cited obstacle to SPP.

• Having tools for SPP implementation requires international support.
• The monitoring of sustainable public procurement is also increasing, thanks to 

electronic platforms.



SDG 12: Ensure sustainable consumption

and production patterns

Target 12.7: Promote public procurement

practices that are sustainable in accordance 

with national policies and priorities

Indicator 12.7.1: Number of countries 

implementing sustainable public 
procurement policies and action plans

2020/21 data collection results for indicator 12.7.1



National/federal administrations that took part in the 2020/2021 reporting exercise on 

indicator 12.7.1
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2020/21 data collection results for indicator 12.7.1

Regional distribution and 

performance levels2020/21 

data collection results for 

indicator 12.7.1 assigned to 

submissions
based on the information and 

documents provided (December 

2020)



2022 Data  Collection 
Exercise
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https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal/database



SPP Tools for 
Governments and 
International 
Organizations



Second edition of the UNEP 
Handbook on the 
Implementation of Sustainable
Public Procurement
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• Provide guidance to policymakers, experts and consultants on 

the design and implementation of sustainable public 

procurement (ODA) policies. 

• Use a specific and adaptable approach, called the "ODA 

approach", refined based on experiences and feedback 

received from countries using this methodology. 

• Can be used as a step-by-step guide on how to build and 

strengthen a country's long-term work on ODA

• Incorporates a large number of best practices and case studies

mainly collected in the countries supported by our organization

since 2012.

https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/second-edition-uneps-

sustainable-public-procurement-guidelines



WORLD BANK 2021

Green Public Procurement: An 
Overview of Green Reforms in 
National Public Procurement 
Systems
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• Provides an overview of international experience in the 

implementation of Green Public Procurement (GPP). 

• Focuses on the institutional framework needed to support the 

integration of GPP practices across government. 

• The intention is to give practitioners a general understanding of 

the issues they need to consider in the design and 

implementation of GPP reforms. The report draws on a wide 

range of country examples. It provides links to manuals and 

tools for practitioners.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2021/12/09/green-

public-procurement-an-overview-of-countries-green-

procurement-practices



COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE

Troisième édition de Buying Green! 
Manuel (2016)
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• The Handbook is the European Commission's main guidance 

document to help public authorities purchase goods and 

services with a lower environmental impact. 

• The third edition of the Handbook includes:

• Guidance on how environmental considerations can be 

included at each stage of the procurement process in the 

current EU legal framework (adopted in 2014)

• Practical examples from EU Member States' contracting 

authorities

• Sector-specific approaches for buildings, food and beverage 

services, road transport vehicles and energy-using products

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/buying

_handbook_en.htm
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2022

Kenya

Morocco 

Tunisia

Uganda

2020

Côte d’Ivoire

Africa is joining the 

movement, but we 

need to accelerate!



Thank you !

Farid Yaker, Senior Expert Commande Publique Durable

Farid.yaker@gmail.com


